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An observation of Hose’s Civet in Brunei

Charles M. FRANCIS

Hose’s civet, Diplogale hosei (Thomas, 1892) is known
only from the hills and mountains of northwestern Borneo, with
reported records from Bukit Batu Song at 600 m, Gunung Kalulong,
Gunung Dulit at 1200 m, and the Kelabit Uplands at 1100-1200 m
in Sarawak; as well as the Crocker Range at 1200 m and G. Kinabalu
in Sabah (Medway, 1977).

Although reported by Tom Harrison to be common in moss
forest in the Kelabit Uplands (cited in Medway, 1977) there are few
recent records from anywhere in its range, and the species is
currently listed as Vulnerable by IUCN on the basis of its restricted
range and extensive habitat loss within that range.

Here I report on a 1991 sighting of a Hose’s civet in what is
now the Ulu Temburong National Park in Brunei, and also provide
some details of a specimen collected in 1983 from Sabah that was
illustrated in Payne & Francis (1985) (see back cover).

The Royal Geographical Society, U.K. and the Universiti
Brunei Darussalam jointly organized a 15-month expedition,
starting in 1991, to a newly established research station at Kuala
Belalong in the Temburong region of Brunei. The habitat in this
region consists of mature mixed dipterocarp forest on a network of
very steep-sided river valleys and high ridges (Cranbrook &
Edwards 1994). I joined this expedition from 7-14 March 1991,
primarily to carry out a survey of bats. Most nights during my stay
there, I walked along trails for periods of 1-3 hours, with a hand-
held torch and a 55 Watt spotlight (operated on a 6V lead acid
motorcycle battery), to check bat traps and search for nocturnal
mammals.

On the evening of 11 March 1991, I based myself at the
Pondok Busiri camp (04° 31' N, 115° 10' E) along the ridge trail that
runs south and east from the Kuala Belalong research station to the
summit of Bukit Belalong. While walking north along the ridge
from this small camp at about 22:00, I spotted the eyeshine of a civet
that was walking along the ground on the ridge top trail (altitude
about 450 m). The batteries in my torch were weak, so I used the
spotlight to get a better look. Unfortunately this was too bright for
the civet, given the close range, and it quickly left the trail and
disappeared down the side of the ridge. However, I had a brief but
good view of a bicoloured civet with a long tail, mid-brown
upperparts and white underparts. It walked quite low to the ground,
appearing very elongate with its tail stretched out behind it.

It closely resembled in shape and pattern the illustration of
Hose’s civet by Karen Phillipps in Payne & Francis (1985) except
that the back was more of a mid-brown, and less grey. That
illustration was based on an animal trapped during a collecting trip
for birds and mammals with several participants from the Western
Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology and the Sabah Wildlife Depart-
ment, including myself. The civet was snared overnight on 27-28
June 1983 at Rinangisan (05º 29’N, 116º 03’E), the highest point
on the road from Kimanis to Keningau, at an altitude between 1,100
and 1,300 m, in the Crocker Range, Sabah. Unfortunately, it was
injured in the snare, and had be be put down, but the freshly dead
animal was used as the basis for the illustration in the book, prior

to being prepared as a specimen, which was later provided to the
Sabah Museum. As such, the colours in the illustration, and the
shape, were quite faithful to the live animal.

Given the paucity of reports of this species, it is not known
whether the difference in pelage colour between the Brunei
individual and the Sabah specimen represents geographical
variation, or simply individual variation.

Although there can be little doubt that there has been
extensive loss of habitat for all forest dependent animals in Borneo,
the loss of hill and montane forest has been proportionately
somewhat less than that of lowland forest. The apparent scarcity of
this civet may be a function of relatively few nocturnal surveys in
submontane and montane forests, rather than rarity.

Further surveys in appropriate habitat would be valuable to
determine its true status, as well as to improve understanding of its
specific habitat requirements. Surveys could be conducted by
walking trails at night with a headlamp or spotlight or, perhaps
more effectively, by setting automated camera traps along trails,
which would not only provide documentation of each observation,
but could also provide valuable information on the status of other
medium to large sized terrestrial animals in these forests.
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